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INTERIM EMERGENCY BOARD 
Thursday, November 17, 2022 

9:30 a.m. 
House Committee Room 2 

Louisiana State Capitol 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

 
A public meeting of the Interim Emergency Board was held at the State Capitol in 
House Committee Room 2 on November 22, 2022, at 9:30 a.m. 
 
ITEM NO. 1 
 
Sen. Page Cortez, board chair, called the meeting to order at 9:42 a.m., and asked that 
the secretary call the roll. 
 
Present:  

• Sen. Page Cortez, President of the Senate and IEB Chairman 
• Rep. Clay Schexnayder, Speaker of the House of Representatives and IEB Vice 

Chair  
• Rep. Jerome Zeringue, Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee 
• Sen. Bodi White, Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee 
• Mr. Jay Dardenne, Commissioner of Administration 
• Ms. Lindsay Schexnayder, designee of State Treasurer John Schroder 
• Mr. Brandon Burris, designee of Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser 

 
ITEM NO. 2 
 
Rep. Schexnayder motioned for approval of the minutes of the July 21, 2022, meeting 
as presented to the board.  The motion passed without objection. 
 
ITEM NO. 3 
 
President Cortez asked Mr. Jason Sooter of the Division of Administration, Office of 
Facility Planning and Control, to present the information regarding item no. 3, which is a 
proposed project alteration in Act 117 of 2022.  Mr. Sooter explained that the application 
being presented is a request by Southern University – Southern Shreveport that the 
scope of its project, “Louis Collier Hall Science Building Renovation, Planning and 
Construction” payable from General Obligation Bonds in the amount of $4,004,961, be 
changed to allow for construction of a new 6,000 square foot science laboratory annex 
building, and that the project title be changed to “Louis Collier Hall Science Building 
Annex, Planning and Construction.”   
 
Mr. Ken Dawson with Southern University Facilities Planning explained to the board that 
Louis Collier Hall is not presently being used because of its poor condition, which 
includes leaks, mold, HVAC issues, and other deterioration, and the university urgently 



2 
 

needs lab space in order to teach existing classes as well as provide for student growth 
that the Shreveport campus is experiencing.  Thus, Southern University is proposing to 
change the scope of the $4 million capital outlay allocation from the project intended to 
stabilize the exterior only of Collier Hall to constructing a new annex building directly 
across the street.  The university has determined that the original $4 million allocation 
would not be nearly enough to fund the renovation of the old building but would be 
enough to build the new annex building, which would more immediately meet the urgent 
need for new science labs.  They are currently investigating whether it would be best to 
renovate the original Collier Hall or that it be demolished and rebuilt.   
 
There was much discussion regarding the concerns of the board that this scope change 
request is actually an entirely new project that should be vetted and reviewed through 
the legislative process.  Representative Zeringue motioned to defer the item so the 
university can determine the best means of moving forward and work with the Board of 
Regents to submit the request in the upcoming 2023 capital outlay bill.  The motion 
passed without objection. 
 
ITEM NO. 4 
 
Mr. Sooter explained that item no. 4 was a request by the Garyville Timbermill Museum 
Association that the name of the entity on its project, “Garyville Timbermill Museum 
Storm Damage Repairs and Renovation, Planning and Construction,” payable from 
State General Fund (Direct) Non-Recurring Revenues in the amount of $3,000,000, be 
changed to “Louisiana Steam Train Association/Garyville Timbermill Museum Joint 
Venture, A Non-Profit Corporation.”  There have been some federal dollars allocated in 
conjunction with the steam train being relocated to that site.  Thus, these two entities 
have formed a joint venture which will allow them to accept the additional federal 
dollars.   
 
With no further discussion, Speaker Schexnayder motioned for approval.  The motion 
passed without objection. 
 
With no further business to discuss, Speaker Schexnayder moved to adjourn.  The 
motion passed without objection and the meeting was adjourned at 10:16 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Sue Israel, Secretary 
 
Attachments: Capital outlay scope change documentation for item nos. 3 and 4. 
 
Link to full video of this meeting:  

https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Video/VideoArchivePlayer?v=house/2022/nov/111
7_22_IEB  

https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Video/VideoArchivePlayer?v=house/2022/nov/1117_22_IEB
https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Video/VideoArchivePlayer?v=house/2022/nov/1117_22_IEB
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